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woman received us

ke visitec Podhaice 30 years ago.

1 am now

the vicinity.

Wi've been back home for over a week now. 1 don't know how I should
describe our impressions of the crip.

We looked up 6 families where we could still find elderly people from
Podhajce. There were 5 women (aged
old man, all living in warions states of wealth, relacive z2ffluence or
poverty. I was taken in everywhers
point I had had correspondence only with the 72-year older, Eleoncra.
She found us a hotel and a2 medical student as translator. She zlsc

-

88,877,760, 72 and 65) and a T6-year

- A

as a long-lost sister. Up zo thar

contacted a woman journalist ir order to enlist the help of che newspa-

per in searching for a2 woman from Podhajce who had perhaps known our
family.

1 was very moch moved by the love, embraces and oy with which this

e had similar e riences with the oTther families who a-e livings 1o
xpe
.3 cdifferent town.
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You can well imagine how Chese people fel suddenly Cransported

into the dark past again. They hac a

iearned northing aDOUT OUT paErenis.

Cn tae other hand they confirmed all
that time - the local conditions and
the war.

They 211 regretred that we had showm
fagily menbers vhc could have helped

ixpossible that nc one could respond

cities. Their families were in part
half of them were Pelish and
One woman could remepber the SS-home

in

LT ok

(me, Gerhard =nd our scn) upon our arriwval.

in
g+
DR

lot tc tell, bur vnforturately we

up so late, because mos

us a1e¢ dead.They Thought iT was
TOo my brother’'s guestionSwhen
their opinion no one wanted to

say anythirg becauce many Ukrsinian nationzlists took part im the atro-

involved in such experiences since

the other half Ukrainian.

and recountad thset there were alisc

children there vhose parvents had heen murdered hy the Randsraz gargs.

-

tryinz to find cut more details sbout 2 families who my bro-
ther and T suspect had something tc do with cur family. Some (of those
we spoke to) could recall orne of the
e (Che “ather) was a civil servant and had 2 daughters. Ko one cou
rell us wvhether one of the caughters was married.

Tvo cthers (the san and snother woman) were zble to say something adoor

fami jies.

M
A

the cther fawily, but they were young at that time and cidn’t live in
They could only report thal this familv had 3 chilcdren,
bur no one rould tell what had become of Them.

for me it is no wonder that these pecple can remember 2 governmen:
official more clearly then an ordinary fapily. Morcover, omc of thee
lived in ihe same part-of-town where the families we are locking for



did, and the other lived in a naccion-of-town (n the opposite dirmcr or

At the time they were either young adulcs or children.
The woman who served as a housemaid to° the government cfficial couslen’r
be located. It remains to be seen if the Polish newspaper has any success

1'd like to tell you about the experiences of the Bl-year old woman.
When we showed her the pictures and city map of Podhajce, she began Lo
talk vividly about the situation during the war.
She came from rhe same part of the town as T, which she called Hollinde.
At cthat tCime she was about .3-20 years old. She can't remember tha exact
year in which the following occurred:
She was attending service in a Catholic church. As she came out of tre
church, she saw a large crowd of people coming from the ghetto and which
was being driven past the church with shouts anc gunshots. She was over-
taken by fear and panic, held her rosary up high and prayed trnal she wculd
not be hit by a bullet. She ran away, taking a different route nome, fell
into a puddle and was happy to have escaped and gotten home.
From her pareats' home she anc¢ others in rhe family could look onto <he
+ill where the site of thae execution was located - at the Cbelisk of St.
Aona. They could hear machine-gun fire as Lhe children, men and wcmen
were being killed. One could hear the shooting from afar.
No cne could maintain that he (she) didn't hear or see what was going on,
+he woman saicd. She even described to us now the dead were lying in 2
ditches covered with earth and that the earth was still mcving when Che
towr's inhazbirancs larer visited the site.
One woran gave us the address of A relative who, she said, could nelp us.
Although she was just a child at that time, tnere are others from Podhajce
livinz in this town, which is not too far from “he Germar border.
So we want to go there also as scon as possible.
Tncidentally, the [ather of the woman who gave oe the address had been
transpor=ed as a forced laborer to Germany and then finally to Auschwitiz.
H4e was s=ill alive ir 1997 and could have told me about Podhaice. Perhaps
he even knew my parents. He had sent an applicaticn claiming compensaticn
ro Germany, but had received nothing. 1 read the application which had
been retarned to him with an accompanying letter and saw that it had been
cent: Back with a request to have nis lather sigh theform also. He had for-
gotten to do so. He didn'r undersrand rhe text and believed it was a ve-
jection. He then burned all of his documents. What a tragedy! XNow he's
desd, but his daughter could hve uscd Lhec money. She is living in impover-
isted circumstances. 1 felt very bad about it.
1 am enclosirg a photo of the 81-yeas old womn who told us aboul Lhe murder ol Che Jews

and also ner address, because you might be especially interested in her.
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