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By snnic Hathan Schwartz

Today, on June 1, 1975, am appzoyimxte]y half-vay past my Eiphty-

Reea Some CF
First Birthday. iy COrandsen asked that I wrfte-the major happenings in my

life=tine, from tho time of my birth in Karostyshev (Spcl}ing is probably
in-correct), a snall towm in the State of Kiev, in Russia, As best I can
gather: I was born in the carly part cf 139h: vhich was a time of Czarist

rule in Russia, I can recall as early as 1899; when I was five years of ane:
my Father was manager of a small factory for nrocesuing le weher f£rom the skins
of cattle, Becouse of the ioul_odor ;nvolved, the leather factory was forced
to locate outside of the city Yinits of Karostyshev, Our family lived very

closc tn the leather factory, in a two-room housc, One room was used for a

Pi*chen, with some sleeping facilities, on a makc-shift basis, The other room
combinrd ’

served as a/ilvi1g roon wlth slecping quarters., As a sqbstitmte for beds, we

used wooden benches covered by feather-type mattresses,

¢

The leather factory was uwwned by a Jewish.man, who naturally kept the
business closed on Saturda& and open on Sunday, I was one of twelve children,
Five of my parents children died in infnncy; and as I recall; most of the
decaths were causcd by DlpthClLa. The oldest of the children was my siister
Sheindal (Jennie in Enflish ), folloued by my brother Hax- of the surviving
children according to date of bith, 1, Annic (Genendel was my Jewish name)

?

followed next. Thcn, according to date of birth Y three brothers in a | rou,

namely Seynowr, Tobe and Davo. Tast of the sucviving ;hlldrcn was Sagah, my

younger sister vho was the youngest of my parents s?rviving children,

As I writo this; or rather as I recall these evcn?s, I wil) have to qualify
my statements with an explanation that §hc event?, dates and facts are very
clear in ny mind: up to the present day, howcve?, I may be slightly off on

a fow datcs: spellings of names and flaces etc., since I have nover made any
rccorded or writtcn notes to gulde me.

In Russia, very fou Jewish children were a]lowod to attend schools The

-_



only Jowish children allowed to attond Public Schoolﬂ, in Russia, wers those
who had very wealthy parents, This does not mean that they qualified openly:
since it usually involved a "bribe" to the Mayor of the town or the Principal
of tho~school-~or; sometimes both, My threeﬂcm:z:tuothers attended Cheder
(Hebrew School ), however my younger brother David vias only about two and onc-
half years of age, when we left for the United States, When I was ten years
of age, which was approximately one year before we left for Anorica I worked
six days a week (all excopt Saturday) in a 100l factory, and was paid 60 cent'
per week, or the equivalent of Russian money, There wQre no child labor 1awe,
and even though there wqs Jewlsh ownerehip of cne wool faccory, ali of the
employees were paid the same starvation wageu. Everyone in our family started
vorking at approximately the age of eight and all kicked in their meager wage:
to help keep the family going. My Mother, Sophie had a fine skill of making

a very little bit of money £o0 a long way, e existed off of a diet mainly of
potatoes, bread, cabbage, and once in a great while, we had the luxury of
enjoying a small piece of herring, Meat was usually un-available, because most
of the people in our town could not afford to buy it, Karostyshove had
extrenely cold winters, which would hit 65 degrees below zero for months at a
time, we usually enjoyed only about two months out of each year for warm '
weather, The unusuallcold ueather Accounted for the high cost of mcat, as
cattle were raiced in much vﬂrﬂo; elimates and it was costly to ship meat Lo
our arca, Such mmxix itcme as Oranges and Lemons were REEEIIEXE hardly ever
seen by any of our family,

S ?
The tovm of Karostyshev was too small to support a Synagogue. However,

this did not stop tho JeWiuh residents fron having uervices, not only for the
various Mpolidays, but, also for daily Minyan and Sabbath, Defore deppreing for
the United Statos; w6 moved to Radamoshev'(spol%ing nay be in-correct), a
largor town than Karostyshev, As in Karostyshev, religious servicos were
conducted at the houses of difforcnt Jewilsh poople, on a rotated or voluntcor

basis, The Torah was takon, vherever tho sorvice wqs being hold. My fathor

Notte {(Newton) wan a 100% waldmt ann e A i e e e
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in tho Unitcd utdteﬂ my Fathor placed hiu anily

and his Religion first, and
work was sccondary, lo viorked very hard

’ howcver,
Sabbath or Iblldnya.

he would never work on the

.age, when my Aunt Leah

sia to Galvcuton Texas. As

My brother Max was about seventecn years aof

Sa?owitz Sent him a ticket for passage from Russ

I recall this was about one year before the noct rnenber of the tamily, my

cleven:
brother Seymour, at the age of approxinatcly/kxxkxn left for G

alveston with
» ¥ho vas a brother-in-1ay Shortly thereafte:
+he rest of oup f Even though the Czarist regime
dted and pcroGChtGd Jewrish pcople,

In order to leave Russia there vas

[saac Kurson of my Sister Sheindal,
amily dOpartcd for Galveoton,
that. ruled. Russia at the time, mis~tire they

Some "cloak

%d not allow Jows to 1eave.

ﬁgdéagger"

and ry Father saved an additional anount.
hev' |
333§£4?§ this rnoney was uacd to bribe an organization of Russi an smugrlers

r, Zokiww It ig pPossible that somo of
ave becn Austrian,

hat operated outside of the la
9§33§2°g} the srugglors may h

%%5'7 was the same as

éﬁ%gwere no trials o

the

Escaping Russia in those
pPlaying for very high stakes,

r Judges,

weéc caught trying to es Scape by the Russian soidiers would be s ho§
Getting back to the first nember of our £
A

o left, he was near the age of the Russi
meanwk

ant four yeoars of Service,

o

If anything vent wrong, .
the penalty for being caught was --death

on oight ®
amily to leave Russia, When

an military draft, vhich would ‘have

Even though we depended upon Smugglers, or, peoplo
2 viere -
© worlked outside of the so-called Ry

ssian lawse-for our escape, wo/kaxntold,
hpretty good ddvicc

that the xR smugplers also paid the Russian soldiecrs o
"look the other way," when any of their
despite

clients" were leaving Russia,
our assurances

¢
that the proper arrangerment s had bccn nade, neverbheless,
xﬁs quite a fribhtening

expcricnce knowing that/fixr children and our -

drenfs

inﬂs would bLe shot Jon sight, if any small detail went wronge I mipght add
a' ?

gﬁmy oldost Siwtcr' uhoindal, Was married in Russia, and had alroady

degort ; :

arted for Galveston, with hep family, We tool

a train trip to the border
MEfAN botisecen Russia and Austria. T,

Y measmsma Pt Lo =
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¢ \WERE : : '
zZone exishod,-wsyforced to walk throwsh side-roads and "off of‘tho beaten pagh.
I rcc?ll that my' Father carried Brothcr Dgve in his arns; also, ¥ my ?ister,
Sarah, being approxigatcly one and one~half years of age, at that time, was
carried by my Mother, I also remember that I grabbed onto the hand of brother
Tobo; partly through fear of bLeing ?oparatcd. I wvant to XEXEETAFXNXRIXHY mention
that this organization of Smugglcrs! even though they were not exactly "Kosher
secned to dolive;%gg;-they promised, On the other hand; the very rich people
could securc a XII¥ Visa and mxipgr® leave Russia in a legal way, However: ¢
most of the Jewish p?ople could not pay fof the hig? cost of_securing a Visa,

Once in Austria, we boarded a train for Bremen, Germnany, Vhen we arrived

4 ¢

in Bremen, ve recelved the sad news that the boat had left forfE¥¥i America,
one day earlicr, As a result, 1L hnd to wait a full month, for the arrival of
another boat, We ron out of money, while vaiting in Austria, MMy father cabled
brother Max in Gulveaton, who scraped toghbher enough of his meager savings,
to keep us going in Austria, on nostly ¥¥¥A tea and bread, When »& the boat
finally arrived, it took us twenty-one days te reach Galveoton. The boat had
acdomodat;ons ranging from first-class to oucpnd and third cla?ses, plus,
tgteerage." All we could afford was the stecerage accomodations, wherc we
existed off of our provisions that we brought: namely bread and tea, The
'thoughtn£§§£;x§ﬁgxnkn reaching fmerica kept up our spirits,

Wo ar/*ved ir Galveston in 1§05 or 19006, dax, Scymour and Shcindal were
already there, Max married Becky Sakowltz around 1908, in Galveoton, with the
service berfornod by Rabbi Henry Cohen. The very kind and friendly Rabbi Cohen
was alrecady well=knowm énd loved gnd respected throughout the entire United
States: cven in those early yeqrs. In 1915; Rabbi Cohen married me and my
husband; I'Tathan Schwartz, In or gbout IEX? 1929; he marriecd brother Dave and
his Wifo: the former Tillie Harr. In 1946, when my second-oldest son returne?

i€ from Gverscas in World ;!':-Tgi 5}1\):.;&'(;0131::‘ ﬁrxg_ioc;_ my son AM) %1:\1;&_;1 his 'n'ife,
the former Naomi Finkelstein, All Ideigth. throuch hls long life, Rabbi Cohen
imparted in othors: his knowq;dgablc, kindly and pooitive outlgok on life
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a strictly Orthodox KBUAIHX scrvice for my wedding, that completoly satisfied

{=F the religious beliefs of my Father and Mothers At that time, there was no
Orthodox Rabbi in Galveston,

¢

Back to my first ycars in Galveston, I was about twelve years old, when

we arrived, I immediatcly went to work in a JEIVEITTRIR%E factory that manufac
tured overalls, owvned by the Miller Drothers, My pay was $2.50 per weeko I

do not need to add that there were no child labor laws, XXXEMBXXH and no
Union organizations, in thosodays. Out of my $2.50 wages per weck, I pald

$1.,25 per week, or half of my wages, to a Mrs. 7inn, who taught me how to

[

rcad and write, I worked during the cdays and Mrs., 7inn taught me, at her
home, during the nights, Six years before my arrival in Galveston; the

disastrous 1500 sto?m hit that Island city; destroying practically all of
the availeble books, school-rooms and libraries, In 1906 and t?cyug years

following, when thex public libgary was re-opgned in Galveston, books were

so scarce that they would not allow check-out, I worked a half-day on

Saturdays, and would usually spend Saturday afternoons at the Publiec Library,
After the 1915 storm, my future husband, Nathan Schwartz was forced to

e w
take a xéiéiézﬁrom Houston to Texas City, Because the bridge {causeway) wvas

washed out Yetween the mainlard and Galveston, he was forced to take a boat

’ ¢
from Texas City to Galveston, to attend his {fedding, After we were married,
| o

it took us six hours to travel from Galveston back to Houston, for the same
° ¢ e o

reason, Four boys were EKNXil born of our marriage, namely, Charles, Seymour,

Lco and Newton. Ag of this writing, I have eleven grand-children, Brother Uax

4

: HixhSrmr .

-and his wife Becly/iwat two dawgchters (Doris and Leah) and one son, Charles,
Brother Tobe and Wife, the formér Etta Lehmany had two daugptc',,LOyCQj:)-anq Nina,
Brother Scymour and hiw wife, the former Gertrude Seline, haye twin

[ » (]

HAD
daughters, Nona and Jo hAnna, Dave and Tillie hawe=threec children, daughters
° ?

. {IND _
Carolyn and Marlene; =nd sen, Neil, Sister Sheindal .has four children,
P . ? ¢

am
~daughters Bessic, Dorothy and Sara XTI, and son, Abe Tolsky. Sister'Sarah,k#
’%Wﬁ?égbwumvz/ WILENH A |

a-i?pad one chifﬁf‘ﬂcwton Zalman, who passed away at the carly age of 33,
| . f

Having been throush Russian persecutions, World Wars I and II, the
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Yorean and Viet Nam VWars, I am hopeful that pcoplex of the World, and their

leadors will find a way to solve their differences and live in peace for many

conturies ahead,

Due to failing hoalth, I certginly do miss_many of the activitics that I |
enjoyed, when my health and eyo=-sight were good, I reecall many happy years at
my old sewing machinc, at my former home at 1601 Francis Avenue here in Houstor.

BUND CHILLREN,
where I vas privileged to make dresses for orphan;qpnd other under-privileged

children of = many different races and religions,.
L'eH * have also '
I have enjoxrd hannlne°n anl/ uffered throush many periods of grief and

sorfow. Having lived 81 years, I am firmly convinced that the greatest
possessions a person can hope for: arc the love of family: friends and neighbor:
PXHEXTEIERYANXALEIRNER N OEAY un-selfish servigo X¥ and aid to less fortunate
people; and complete faith in Almighty God. Faith can convert into courage,

and courage can help to make a complete person, :



