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The study of Jewish agricultural 

settlement in an organized form in 

the European diaspora contributes to 

an understanding of the endeavors of 

Jews to improve their social and 

economic situation under the 

restrictive and oppressive Tsarist 

regime. 



The Jewish farmers’ efforts were a 

unique episode in the struggle for 

Jewish survival in the Diaspora, 

whilst retaining Jewish values and 

life style. This phenomenon puts 

into perspective the positive 

character of Jewish activities in the 

Diaspora, often besmirched and 

denigrated. 



Childhood 

memories

and connections 

to the colonies



With my grandfather Zalmen Komesaroff, 

Melbourne, Australia, c.1952



My grandparents’ dining room

photos of great-grandparents Menakhem-Mendel and 

Beila-Reeva Komisaruk



Menakhem-Mendel Komisaruk and Family, Grafskoy 

Ukraine, 1913



Family of Shlomo-Zalmen and Chana-Reizel Komisaruk

Berdyansk c.1913





1. Yosef Halevy pre-surname c.1695

2. Meir c.1720  m: Beyla

3. David Komisaruk c.1747  m: Khana

4. Rabbi Dov-Ber (Berel) 1776-1843 

m: Ester grand-daughter of Vilna Gaon (1720-1797)

5. Rabbi Shlomo-Zalmen  1798-1853 m: Yokhved

6. Rabbi Pinkhas  1830/32 -1897 m: Khaya-Sarah Levin

7. Menakhem-Mendel 1864-1919 m: Beila-Reeva Pogorelsky

8. Shlomo-Zalmen Komesaroff 1886-1958 m:Khana-Reizel Kom.             

9. Tybel (Tessie) 1909-1996  m: Yaakov-Reuven 

(John)                                                                                       Freedman

1910-1999

10. Khaim Koppel (Keith)b 1947 m: Sheindel (Jane) Berliner

11. Avigayil-Khana b 1980



One item held the key to 

revealing the scenario of the 

colonies.This was my 

grandfather’s personal stamp in 

a set of old Hebrew books. 





“Zelman Mendelevitch Komisarov, 
Kol. Grafskoy Ekat. Gub.”

My mother explained:

Grafskoy was where her father was born.

Ekat. stood for Ekaterinoslav, the province.

Kol. stood for “Kolonya” or colony.



In the late 18th century territories in

south-east Ukraine came under the

control of the Russian Tsarist regime.

This area was known as Novorussia,
consisting of three Guberniyas

Kherson

Yekaterinoslav

Tavritch





Origin of Settlers 

• Town of Origin Number of Families

• Mogilev & Orsha     83

• Lutzin                  160 

• Poloksk                1

• Rassein 11

• Salant                  30

• TOTAL           285



Lutzin (now Ludza, Latvia)
major community of settler origins



Lithuanian Origins - Rassein

• The Rabbi, Light of the Exile, our teacher Pinkhas Komisar, from
the city of Rassein, who was Av Din, and Shokhet and examiner
in Grafskoy, a Jewish colony in the district of Yekaterinoslav,
passed away in the year 5657 [1897], 27th Adar, aged 67, the son
of the outstanding one, our teacher the Rabbi Shlomo-Zalmen
from the city of Rassein, who passed away in the year 5608
[1848]. And Reb Shlomo-Zalmen was the son-in-law of the great
rabbi, the Kabbalist, our teacher the Rabbi Menakhem-Mendel
from Rassein, who was Shokhet and examiner in the holy
community of Girtegola and afterwards abandoned the labour of
slaughtering and settled in our city to study in the Great Beit
Hamidrash for 20 years until his last day, and passed away in the
year 5596 [1835/6], and his honoured resting place is in the old
cemetery.



Colony Region – Yekaterinoslav Guberniya



Aleksandrovsk (Zaporozhe) and Mariupol Uyezds



Mariupol Uyezd Colonies, aerial photograph 1943



Grafskoy: aerial photograph 1943



Grafskoy c.1913 – plan from memory of 

relatives



Satellite view



Grafskoy region 1865



Yekaterinoslav Colonies
Official 

number

Official name Popular name/New * Pop.

1894

1 Novozlatopol Pervernumer 778

2 Vesselaya Hoopolov/Goopolov 399

3 Krasnoselka Driternumer 589

4 Mezherich Ferternumer 515

5 Trudoliubovka Engels 485

6 Nechaevka Peness/Gorki * 353

7 Grafskoy Proletarsky * 346

8 Priyutnaya Takni 274



9 Roskoshnaya Halushkes/Galushkes 292

10 Bogodarovka Kovilevsk/

Novodarovka *

511

11 Gorkaya Nazarevich 403

12 Zelenoepole Myadler 712

13 Nadezhnaya Der Vilner 651

14 Kobilnye Sladkovodnaya 335

15 Zatishe Bekhers 533

16 Rovnopol Lates 475

17 Khlebodarovka Suntsove 198

Total 7849



"Yevrei Zyemlyedeltsi 1807-1887" (Jewish 

Agriculturalists) by Viktor N. Nikitin (Petersburg 1887). 



An inspector of forests, Major-General 

Tagaychinov, came across a party which was 

traveling to the Government of 

Yekaterinoslav comprising eleven families. 

He found "that they were unaccustomed to 

continuous walking, many were feeble in the 

feet. For 29 young children,3 nursing women 

and 3 pregnant women there were available 

only 9 horses and carts which had to carry 

all their belongings as well." He provided 

three more wagons at his own expense."



Russian Sources: statistics



Russian statistics:  translation



Colony Survey 1890, Uleinikov

Grafskoy 1890 Komisaruk family  
1. #15  
2. Komisaruk Pinkhas Zelmanovich.  
The elder has additionally two sons, who are not living in the colony;  
one daughter is married;  
one of sons has three boys.  
5-7. Goverment provided house covered with thatch (bad state). Near it built a new 
house with two rooms also covered with thatch (Good state).  
Stable also covered with thatch  
8. two ploughs, one and two furrow.  
One mangle.  
One harrow.  
Two Britchka (carts).  
9. five horses  
Three cows.  
One calf.  
10. Except 1/3* of land, also rents 17 desyatins. 2/3 of land owned by older brothers.  
11. Himself  
12. Good 



Personal 

Documents



Hamelitz 1897: Obituary of Rabbi Pinkhas 

Komisaruk



Hamelitz 1897; March 12 (24)

Grafskoy (a Jewish colony in the Government of 

Yekaterinoslav).

The 27th day of Adar I was for us a day of mourning and 

grief, because during it passed away to his eternal like in 

the sixty-seventh year of his life, the Rabbi, the Gaon, Av 

Din of this place, our Rabbi Pinkhas Komisarov, who 

officiated to the glory of our colony as rabbi and Shuv (# 

Skokhet and examiner of meat) for more than thirty years. 

Great honor was shown him on his death; all the rabbis of 

the surrounding colonies gathered, came to pay him the 

last honor and eulogized him according to the Halakha (# 

law). He was great in Torah and the Fear of Heaven, and in 

peace and righteousness he walked with his brethren the 

farmers.Peace be unto his dust, and may his soul be bound 

up in the bond of everlasting life. -Kalman Bruser



My grandparents’ Ketubah, Grafskoy 1907



My mother’s birth certificate, Berdyansk 
1909



My grandparents’ passport Russia 1913



Great-Grandmother Beila-Reeva Komisaruk’s Visa, 

Moscow 1922



Medal awarded to Velvel Komisaruk c.1885;

his widow Feigel



Inscriptions in Old 

Family Hebrew 

Books



“Khokhmat Adam” c.1840 Lithuania



The book belonged to Rabbi Pinkhas 

Komisaruk (1830-1897)

"This book Khokhmat Adam belonged to the 

distinguished and outstanding one, my 

master my father, our teacher the Rabbi 

Pinkhas, son of our teacher the Rabbi 

Shlomo Zalmen of blessed and righteous 

memory, Segal, of Kolonya Grafskoy, in the 

year 5606 [1846 ]."



Relationship with the Vilna Gaon



"Khokhmat Adam“ by Avraham Danzig of 

Vilna.

His son Yitskhak married Gittel the sister 

of Ester (granddaughters of the Vilna 

Gaon) who married Rabbi Berel 

Davidovitch Komisaruk (1776-1843) of 

Girtegola and Rassein, Lithuania, the 

father of Rabbi Shlomo Zalmen 

Komisaruk of Grafskoy (1798-1853)



“Solomon Komisaruk

The youngster amongst 

the princes of Menashe [a 

Biblical term of humility] 

Shlomo Zalmen son of our 

teacher the Rabbi Pinkhas 

Komisaruk".

Rabbi Shlomo-Zalmen 

Komisaruk (1855-1920 

Vasilkovka, Ukraine)



Vasilkovka synagogue 1999



Rabbi Pinkhas Komisaruk 

1830-1897 Grafskoy

Signature in “Matok Midvash” 1884



Present from Rabbi Pinkhas Komisaruk to his son-in-

law Rabbi Khaim Moshe Luban (1868-1924 Seattle)



Family Yahrtzeits

written by Zalmen Komesaroff, Melbourne



Zmood family descent in book dating from 

1799 



Colony, Photos, 

Houses, Relatives



Synagogue (current photo)



Proletarsky/Grafskoy 1999 Stavok 

(reservoir) and forest



Plantazh (forest) photo site; 1999



Grafskoy, c.1924, abandoned house and yard of Mendel 

Komisaruk



Komisaruk “estate” 1999



Grafskoy 1913, Mendel Komisaruk (1864-1919) 

and his makeshift tombstone



Proletarsky/ Grafskoy cemetery site 

1999;  destroyed 1950; now garage



Grafskoy c.1908 House and yard of Berel Komisaruk 

(1861-1935 New York)



Berel Komisaruk and family c.1908 Grafskoy



Meir Komisaruk and Family, Grafskoy, 

1912



Archival Sources



Grafskoy 1858 Revision List, Komisaruk family



Grafskoy 1858 Revision List, Komisaruk 

family, translation



Rassein, Lithuania, 1847/48 Colonist 

candidates, Komisaruk



Rassein, Lithuania, 1847/8 colonist 

candidates, Komisaruk. Translation



Grafskoy 1861 mayoral elections;

signatures of Pinkhas and Leibl Komisaruk



Sladkovodnaya 1861 mayoral election. 

Signature of ggg-grandfather Saadiah-

Meir Pogorelsky



Prenumeranaten 1901 

Novozlatopol



Hammagid Newspaper 1872 Zatishye donors



Memoirs



Rokhel Luban (1898-1979)Petah Tikvah, Israel.

Namakshtansky family pogrom survivors



I will write my memoirs, as much as I remember and what my mother of 

blessed memory used to tell me.

I was born in 1898, ten days before Chanukah (# Nov 28, 1898). We were 

eight children to our parents, six sons and two daughters: Khaim, 

Shmilik, me Rokhel, Pinkhas, Velvel, Yokhved, Zalmen and Leibl. We 

lived in a Jewish colony (Trudolubovka). There were seventeen colonies 

in Yekaterinoslav Gubernia (# government).

Mother told us that her grandfather and grandmother used to live in 

Kovno. In those times they used to snatch Jewish children to take them 

for soldiers. Many children were converted. The great-grandfather and 

great-grandmother took the children and came with them to the 

Ukraine. They built government houses for them. They gave them land 

to work. The land belonged to the government; they weren't allowed to 

sell it nor were they able to acquire more land. In the Kolonya they 

chose for an elder one who the regime was interested in. He used to 

take taxes and send them to the regime. There was a Shule. The Jews 

built a store where all the householders kept their produce for the next 

year. There was a Feldsher (# an unqualified medical orderly). We had 

two shops. Two brothers made soap. There was a vineyard. When there 

was a grape harvest we children went into the vineyard and we found 

especially large grapes



Pogrom in Trudoliubovka, 1918

All the men were called to an assembly, actually in Moshe Nol's 

yard.They drove everyone inside and sealed them in.

Mama cried out such that the heaven would split. I thought that 

perhaps they will surely beat them, wanting to find out something. 

Maybe they were killed. Not even that news, mercifully, came. And I 

dragged and begged Mama she should go. He was ready to shoot. 

There in the third house were bandits. They were still waiting for us 

to be brought to them. When we were back in the house Mama tore 

out her hair from her head, banged her head on the wall and begged 

her father, the Tsaddik (# Saint) that he should take immediately 

her children to him alive.

We all went quickly to the assembly. From all the houses came the 

same chant. All were hurrying to the assembly. There was a shout: 

"They have all been burnt!" a great heap of black ashes. We 

screamed so much with dismay. Then came from Heitzur 

maidservants who worked in the Kolonya: "See what the bandits 

have done to the Jews!" 

We were left naked and barefoot. The first night we hid in the 

cemetery with the children wrapped in rags.



Uninhabited Trudoliubovka; aerial photo 1943



Trudoliubovka Mass Grave



Holocaust



Yad Vashem Testimony for Shlomo-Reuven 

Komisaruk, 1941, Zelenoepole



YAD VASHEM

“DAF ED” [testimonial form]

[number] 166835

Surname: Komisaruk

Personal name: Shloyme-Rubin

Gender: Male

Marital state: married

Birthplace: Ukraine, Zaporozhe Oblast, Jewish colony Grafskaya

Father: Shepa

Place of residence: Ukraine, Zaporozhe Oblast, Jewish colony

Zelenopolye

Place of residence during the war: then - Jewish colony

Zelenopolye.

Occupation: farmer

Date of death: October 1941

Place and circumstance of death: Perished in the Jewish colony

Zelenopolye, Zaporozhe Oblast in the mass execution [ shooting]

of Jews.

Details of the declarer: Komisaruk, Daniil Semenovitch

Relationship to the victim: son



Site of Zelenopol massacre behind 

synagogue



Holocaust Memorial, Mass Grave, 

Berdyansk



Holocaust Memorial, Mass Grave, 

Novozlatopol



Diorama of Novozlatopol massacre



Various 

Photos





Parting at Rozovka station 1913



Colonies today:
Mel Comisarow’s 

tours in 

1999, 2002



Grafskoy synagogue, 1999, used as club



Novozlatopol house 1999



Novodarovka synagogue 1999



Sladkovodnaya cemetery 1999



Nazarevich tombstone from 1860’s



Krasnoselka synagogue used as store





Internet Site
www.kehilalinks.jewishgen.org/

Colonies_of_Ukraine/

Chaim Freedman

chaimjan@zahav.net.il

webmaster: Max Heffler

http://www.kehilalinks.jewishgen.org/Colonies_of_Ukraine/


Chaim Freedman

email:

chaimjan@zahav.net.il


