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“When I was [in Pyatigory in 1995] I asked about a Jewish cemetery.  The villagers directed us all over the 

place and we found a large stone in the woods by a stream that I found puzzling.  It wasn't until later that I 

realized… that it must have been a mass grave site.  They had told us the Nazis had killed all the Jews in the 

village….  They also told me that there were still Jews from Pyatigory alive in nearby Tetiyev as well as in Kiev 

and Israel.  I was told that a couple of women came every so often to tend to the "cemetery", but they never 

talked to anyone. 

 

I was told that the records had been destroyed, but I have learned to take such things with a grain of salt….  It 

could just as well be that the archives were evacuated to some place and nobody was aware of it.  There are 

many things that I wish I could do over again from that trip.  The town records were in a "town hall", which was 

an unusual building in the village center.  It sat near an Orthodox church and had a bust of Lenin in front of it, 

which was why I didn't take a picture of it.  When I got back [my cousin] asked me if I saw anything that looked 

like a synagogue.  I told him that I didn't.  He then told me the Ashkenazim synagogue (there had been a 

Sephardic one as well) sat near an Orthodox church.  Then I realized that the hall we went into must have been 

a synagogue.  It had an elevated floor where the woman who worked there said that looked like a bima....  Heck, 

my great-grandparents were probably married there! 

 

One other thing I am sorry about -- there was a man in the village that everyone told us we should talk to.  He 

was 104 years old and was supposed to be full of stories.  However, he was off in his car (!) running errands and 

my guide/driver did not want to wait around for him.  I was kicking myself later for caving on that.” 

 

 

 


